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Written by Adele Macpherson
We believe in making the world a better place by empowering
women and girls. Zonta stands for women's rights. We advocate
for equality, education, and an end to child marriage and all
gender-based violence. Club advocacy brings awareness of these
issues to the Santa Clarita Valey community and beyond.
Violence against women and girls is a severe violation of human
rights. Violence not only affects women negatively; it also affects
their families and communities. It knows no barriers; it takes
place at home, in the workplace and in open spaces. It affects
millions of women and girls in peacetime and during conflict.
Gender-based violence includes psychological, physical and sexual
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abuse of girls, women and trans women.
Since 2016, "Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women", has
been an international campaign that aims to educate and raise
awareness of domestic violence in our own community. It seeks to
change behaviors. Zonta SCV displays six red (see page 4)

PAGE 2

Santa Clarita Zontians know their new
President as a Jill-of-all-Trades at Reyes
Winery as well as a committed leader who has
worked hard for the Zonta mission since joining
the club in spring of 2014. But they may not
know that like all women, her path to Reyes and
Zonta was definitely not a straight line.

Beth was born and raised in West Los Angeles.
During her time at Venice High School she
volunteered at Didi Hirsch Mental Health
Services where she helped teens with suicidal
ideation through creating videos that went out
to all LA Unified schools. She also learned to
program computers at an after school job. Both
activities would inspire her later on in life.
After graduating from Venice, she
matriculated to California State University
Northridge. At CSUN, she studied in the (see
page 6)
When Mary Ree is asked how and why she joined Zonta, she
talks about the fellowship that she has experienced. She
remembers walking into her first meeting, a room full of
professional women who were so warm and welcoming to her
that she felt an immediate kinship with them and the
organization.
Mary has had a circuitous route to get to Zonta SCV! Born in
Pennsylvania, her family moved to California when she was
six years old. They moved around a lot, and young Mary
learned to be at home in new environments which has served
her well throughout life. Following her graduation from high
school, her path led her to marriage, motherhood and multiple
moves around the country, including a stay in Alaska.
On one of those moves, she admired a realtor from whom she
bought a home and thought real estate might be a great career
for herself. She took the leap and attended real estate school,
receiving her license in 1980. (see page 6)
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Participants learn to design, program and
control fully-functional Lego Mindstorm Robots.
The girls use software to plan, test and modify
sequences of instructions for a variety of lifelike robotic behaviors. They learn to collect and
analyze data from sensors, using data logging
functionalities embedded in the software.
Individual lesson plans cover the basics to more
advanced levels so that girls can join the
program during the school year and advance at
their own pace.
Zonta Club members volunteer to guide and
assist the girls. Everyone looks forward to the
day when the Boys & Girls Club and Girls
Robotics can resume this important program for
these enthusiastic and talented girls.

Written by Darleen Lyons
Meet 10-year old Milan, a budding engineer! There she is,
building a robot independently of the Zontians who are there
to help her. Zonta's Girls' Robotics program began 12 years
ago in partnership with the SCV Boys and Girls Club in
Newhall. It is the bookend of our club's approach to helping
women and girls train for careers in engineering and
aerospace, traditionally male-dominated careers. The other
side of the bookends is the Amelia Earhart Fellowship of
Zonta International which provides post-graduate female
students a fellowship to pursue their research in aerospace
studies.
The Girls Robotics program is for girls ages 9-14, an age for
which robotics is not typically offered in school. The
program has 10-12 girls who regularly attend. Unfortunately,
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the program is on hold.
The program is designed to foster interest and skills in the
fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).

Who do you think these beautiful ladies are?
Hint: 3 are still in our club today, and many of
you remember the 4th. The occasion was the
1985 District 9 Conference in Oahu, Hawaii.
(see last page for answer.)
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Our club has worked with the incarcerated girls
at Camp Scott and emancipated foster youth at
Fostering Youth Independence (FYI). FYI
empowers girls to pursue college education so
that they can be productive, happy citizens. We
support them through hands on service, serving
as allies (mentors), helping them to secure
grants, and serving on their board.
The Advocacy Committee is currently working
on a program that will encourage women/YOU
to contact a hotel or a bar staff member if they
are uncomfortable with their date or
companion. In addition, we are working on
providing emergency personal supplies in a
backpack for victims of Human Trafficking
that the Sheriff's Department would then carry
in their patrol cars. And there is so much more
to do. We partner with like-minded
professionals; the list of partners is long and it

Cont. from Page 1

includes ZOE International and various Los
Angeles County services. We find joy in doing

gowns that symbolize six women who lost their lives in one

this work.

year to domestic violence in Santa Clarita. The dresses are
displayed outdoors, in public places, and wherever they can

Like Zonta International, we envision a world

become animated by the breeze. They are a haunting and

in which no woman lives in fear of sexual

inescapable symbol of bloodshed in our community. Sadly,

violence, domestic violence, child marriage, or

while it is difficult to receive data on these deaths, another

human trafficking.

dress was added recently. Domestic violence is happening in
our neighborhoods and it cannot be ignored. We must be "upstanders, not bystanders." This means everyone must speak
up if we see or hear of domestic and family violence. We
provide educational materials in English and Spanish for
passersby and in shops and other public areas. This program
is in cooperation with the Domestic Violence Program of the
Child & Family Center and the City of Santa Clarita.
The I-5 corridor is an area of concern. This area has been
identified as a major artery for human trafficking. Our club
has held numerous programs to help us recognize, through
their behavior, if someone is being trafficked. Vulnerable
girls are often targeted victims. These include formerly
incarcerated youth and emancipated foster youth.
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Zonta International is a global organization of
more than 28,000 members in close to 1,200
clubs in 63 countries which was founded in 1919
and which celebrated 100 years of service to
women and girls worldwide in 2019.
On April 20, 1920, the first executive session of
the officers of the Confederation of Zonta Clubs
was held in Rochester, New York. Districts
were outlined and District Chairs (later called
"Governors") were elected.
The name "Zonta" was selected (originally
spelled Zhonta), a Lakota Sioux word meaning
"honest and trustworthy." The emblem, using
five Sioux symbols, was designed by a Zontian
from Buffalo. The official colors, mahogany
and gold, were selected to represent the autumn
season of Zonta's birthday, and the official
flower, the yellow rose, was selected as a symbol
of friendship.

EVENT

DATE

TIME

August Business Meeting.

August 12.

6:30 P

August 20.

6:00 P

August 21.

10:00 A

(Virtual)
Painting with a Twist
(Virtual check in at 5:45P)
Foundation Meeting.
(Virtual)
Lifeforward

August 29.

TBD

September 20.

2:00 P

(Virtual)
Fall Social
@ Reyes Winery
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Her eventual move to Saugus in 1985 cemented her place as a successful realtor when she became well
known for handling Saugus properties, for which she is well regarded today. Not only did she create a
robust professional life, but she also saw the importance of giving back to the community. By the time she
entered Zonta life in 2009, she had volunteered for the Domestic Violence Center and helped them find and
purchase their shelter.
Mary loved Zonta originally because it uniquely serves women and women's causes such as violence against
women. She loves it still. She has served two times as President of the Zonta Club of Santa Clarita Valley
Foundation, multiple times as Chair of Women in Service (which she co-chaired with the late Jo Ann
Rodriguez until Jo Ann's passing), and the Yellow Rose Society, among others. This year not only is she
President of the Foundation, but she is also Chair of the critical Membership Committee. She wants to
understand what motivates Zontians and how we can continue to serve one another to ensure fellowship,
retention and effective recruitment. She says she will stay in Zonta for a very long time and wants the
membership to remain strong for an even stronger future.

Math track, but received her degree in Criminal Sociology.
Throughout college and afterwards she worked in the family business, where she became proficient in
creating bakery products for her familiy's restaurants. From there she was hired by Janet Reno to become
the first intern in USPS history as a Postal Inspector, a law enforcement position for which Beth carried a
firearm. Based in Pasadena, she travelled to DC, to the San Francisco Mint, among other assignments, also
for the USPS. When the bombing in Oklahoma City occurred, she decided it was time to leave national law
enforcement. She gave up her position at the USPS and rejoined her father in the restaurant business. She
also created a jewelry business with her mother. Their special jewelry was featured in television shows such
as ER, NYPD Blue, Malcolm in the Middle, and more.
Through her work in the restaurants, her interest in wine began to germinate as a possible career choice.
She took a job with Southern Wine and Spirits, the largest distributor of alcoholic beverages in the United
States. The company (and the industry as a whole) proved challenging for a woman to advance her career.
She was troubled by inequity with female employees. Following a serious car accident coupled with some
debilitating health issues, she left the industry. That is, of course, until she met Robert Reyes in 2011.
A friend sent Beth's resume to Mr. Reyes, and when Robert interviewed Beth, he hired her on the spot as
Director of Sales and Marketing. Every one of her past pursuits came together for her job at the winery
where she is now involved in virtually all aspects of the business.
Beth loves helping others. In Zonta, she saw a number of the issues she worked on at Didi Hirsch such as
domestic violence and gender-based biases. She has moved steadily up the leadership track at Zonta SCV,
finally serving as President in just six years. She is proud of the club and glad to be in a position to help
Zonta grow and strengthen for her sister Zontians and for the community of women we serve.

PAGE 7

HOORAY! A Campaign for Sharon has reached
its goal of raising $10,000 in honor of
Dr. Sharon Langenbeck to fund an Amelia
Earhart Fellowship. Thanks to members of the
Zonta Club of Santa Clarita and the Zontians of
District 9 for this tremendous accomplishment.
Highlights of the Campaign were the lead gift of
$1,000 from Zontian Barbara Cochran (Santa
Clarita) and a contribution of $1,000 from the
Zonta Club of Porterville. Donations came
from individual donors throughout the District.
The Zonta Club of Santa Clarita Foundation

Bits & Pieces

From Carolyn Lodes: My husband, Lee,
celebrated his 80th birthday in style...pandemic
style...masks not optional! Thank you to all that
came out for his drive-by, honking, waving signs
and balloons! You all made his day!

will forward the funds to Zonta International
for its designated purpose, accompanied by a
detailed list of donors' names with dollar
amounts. Thanks so much to all who
participated!

From Mary Ree: My daughter, Amanda, has given
birth to her third girl. Marabel Grace (Maizie) was
born April 9th in Chico, CA. Marabel is my fifth
grand girl. Five girls are a lot of drama, but also a
lot of fun!

We welcome your suggestions. Please write to
us at newsletter@scvzonta.org with general
comments. For Bits & Pieces, write to us by the

Quiz: Did you guess? From left to right,

25th of each month at bstearns-

they are Victoria Oren, Sharon Langenbeck,

cochran@att.net. Thanks so much.

Nancy Albrecht Tucker and Dianne Curtis!

Yours in Zonta,

From Dianne, "This was the 1985 District 9

Barbara Cochran and Lois Bauccio

Conference on the Island of Oahu. Vicki,
Sharon, Nancy and I had our photo taken

Closing With the Collect
Let us be large in thought, in word, in deed.

with the International President Annikki
Makinen from Finland. Annikki was the
International Representative of the
Conference."

