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Following months and months of preparation, and amidst an

atmosphere of excitement that we can only imagine, the Zonta

Club of the Santa Clarita Valley Area was chartered on

Wednesday afternoon, the 20th of November, 1974. Hosting the

event at the Ranch House Inn in Valencia, the Zonta Club of

Burbank sponsored the new club at a luncheon that was presided

over by Zonta International President, Eleanor Jammal of

Ashtabula, Ohio, and District 9 Governor, Irene Anderson of

Santa Rosa.  

The members of the new club must have been awestruck by the

presence of these esteemed Zonta leaders. After so much

preparation -- the research, the marketing, the organizing --

undoubtedly the 24 new Zontians were deeply proud of their brand

new club. Members were from Newhall, Saugus, Valencia, Canyon                        
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Country, Castaic, and the other county areas surrounding the

valley. The City of Santa Clarita had not yet been formed. At

the time of the club chartering there were 656 clubs across 47

countries in Zonta International. (See page 3 for the list of

Charter Members and their business or professional

affiliations.)

The chartering on Wednesday was followed by a day of

meetings to work with the International President regarding

officer and committee chair responsibilities. The installation

of members and officers followed on Friday evening,

November 22, 1974. This time, the dining room at the Ranch

House Inn was filled with the families and friends of the

members, representatives from the N-S-V (Newhall, Saugus,

Valencia) and Canyon Country Chambers of Commerce,

County dignitaries and members of the press. (Linda Pederson,

who wrote so many articles about the new club, was officially

named an Honorary Zontian.) The theme of the event was

"Walking Tall", and that must have been how each of the new

Zontians felt when they had their glittering "Pinning

Ceremony" presided over by ZI President Eleanor; none more

so 

 CELEBRATING OUR HISTORY

 (Continued from Page 1)

than the Founding President, Veva Kinkaid and

her new board.

Little is found in our records about Veva

Kinkaid; it seems she was more interested in

promoting the club than herself. She served as

president for two terms (74/75 and 75/76),

however, and during those two years, the club

grew in membership and thrived in community

respect. In addition to the monthly board

meeting, Veva presided over monthly business

breakfast meetings (7:30 a.m.!) and monthly

lunch program meetings for the growing

membership. All of those meetings, in the days

before digital communications, were announced

and covered in the press. The importance of The

Newhall Signal newspaper in the growth of

Zonta cannot be overstated. The whole

community knew about the new club and the

exciting programs and activities being held.

Meetings in those days took place in a variety of

locations around town including the Chamber of

Commerce office, Beale's Cut Restaurant, Ranch

House Inn, the Newhall Bowl, Canyon Country

Buffet Restaurant, and many others.

(Continued on Page 3)

The theme of the SCV Zonta Club

Chartering and first Installation

was "Walking Tall" 

Cheers to Zonta! District 9 Governor, Irene Johnson, new club
President, Veva Kinkaid, and Zonta International President, 

Eleanor Jammal, celebrate SCV Zonta's Chartering with a toast: 

Founding President, Veva Kinkaid, presents gavel to 
Mary Stafford, SCV Zonta's 2nd President, 
following the Installation of Officers, 1976. 
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Many of those locations were also the sites for early

fundraising events. Other venues included the American

Legion Hall, Cal Islands, Le Chene, and more. Fundraising

activities included Monte Carlo and Las Vegas Casino nights,

art auctions, raffles, parking lot "swap meets" and boutiques,

bake sales, fashion shows, high teas, and many other creative

ways to raise dollars. The fundraising events were very

important. Struggles in the early years were primarily

financial as the new club increased income for service and

program funds. Club dues were $32 in those days, and income

then, as now, had to be augmented with fundraising events if

the club was going to fund scholarships and other service

activities.

The first Zontians served on the following committees:

Amelia Earhart, Attendance, Fellowship, Finance, Inter City,

International Relations, Safety, Service, Status of Women, Z

Club, Hospitality, and Telephone. 

                 (Continued on Page

10)
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OFFICERS:

Veva Kinkade, President, (Business Manager,      

Kirchner Volkswagen) 

Alice MacWhirter, 1st Vice President (Owner,

The Workshop)

Dr. Katherine Hovey, 2nd Vice President

(Chiropractor)

Christina Engdahl, Secretary (Owner, Quick

Type)

Leslie Shaw, Treasurer (Assistant Manager,

Security Pacific National Bank)

MEMBERS:

Jo Anne Darcy (Executive, Newhall-Saugus-

Valencia Chamber of Commerce)

Jacqueline Diskin (Secretary, Security Pacific

National Bank)

Hilda Farlee (L.A. County Public Library,

Newhall Branch)

Maxine Grosher (Golden Rule Realty)

Ann Hovey (Country Girl Fashions)

Dixie Laser (You Won't Believe Us)

Constance Newbill (Hung Up on Plants)

Jacqueline Nichols (Property Manager)

Ann Nye (Ann Nye Interiors)

Frances Sanders (Bank of America)

Rose Saunders (Rose's Garden Florist)

Janet Smith (Sperry Univac)

Jacqueline Spencer (Newspaper)

Mary Stafford (Color Lab)

Jackie Storinsky (Television)

Bonita Swidler (Answer-Rite) 

La Juana Woelke (Homemaker)

Arlene Wright (Pacific Telephone)

Trudy Yocum (Newhall-Valencia Travel

Service)

FOUNDING CHARTER MEMBERS

of

ZONTA CLUB OF THE 

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY AREA

Chartering, November 20, 1974

Pinning of Charter Members 

and Installation of Officers, 

November 22, 1974 

Jo Anne Darcy, 3rd President, Zonta SCV,
1978
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We Zontians love our yellow rose, don't we? It's our most

precious gift for one another. We give it to new members. We

give it to honored leaders and esteemed guests and present it

to celebrate achievements. It's our decorative choice for

centerpieces, bouquets and corsages. We use images of the

yellow rose on our web site, in our newsletter, and in printed

collateral. At conferences and conventions we find it

everywhere. It means so much to us.

We love its beauty. Besides being beautiful, though, the yellow

rose also has a rich symbolic history. The language of flowers

has been recognized for centuries in many countries

throughout Europe and Asia. Yellow is the only rose, for

example, that is not symbolic of romantic love. In

Shakespeare's time, the yellow rose even had a negative

connotation. Throughout the centuries, however, the symbolic

meaning of the yellow rose has evolved to its current

symbolism. Today, the yellow rose means FRIENDSHIP, joy

and caring. It conveys warmth, delight, gladness and

affection. A bouquet of yellow roses says, "good luck",

"welcome back", and "remember me". 

 IN PRAISE OF THE 

YELLOW ROSE 

         Honoring Zonta's History -- Thanks to 

 Nickie Bonner for help in writing this article. 

The yellow rose also has a special place in

American history that has relevance to

Zontians in this country.

After decades of work by the American

suffragists, by the middle of 1920, the movement

had found a way to get Congress to approve the

proposed 19th Amendment to the Constitution

giving women the right to vote -- with the

endorsement of outgoing President Woodrow

Wilson (who hadn't supported it until it became

needed as part of the war effort). The problem

was, that while a total of 35 states had voted to

ratify, 36 states were required for

ratification.The eyes of the suffragists and the

nation turned to Tennessee, the only remaining

state that hadn't rejected the amendment at the

time. Many other states had given their women

the voting right, but without Tennessee, the

chance to reach the three-quarters of states

required to amend the constitution providing for

the national right seemed improbable.

At the statehouse in Nashville, members of the

Tennessee legislature had created a code

revealing their intended vote to the public.

Those who were anti-suffragists wore a red

rosebud in their lapels. The pro-suffragists wore

a yellow rose. One young politician, Harry T.

Burn, just 24-years old, wore a red rose to let

the rest of the statesmen who were powerful

anti-suffrage forces know he was on the "right"

side. Word of her son's choice reached his

mother who wrote him a now-famous letter

admonishing him to "be a good boy" and help

the suffragists. When the vote came to the floor,

he changed his vote, and the suffragists won.

He later said, "I knew that a mother's

                                     (Continued on Page 7)

We Zontians love our yellow rose,

don't we?
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Some of you may know the name Ivy Pierson only as a

member who makes generous gifts and sponsorships to SCV

Zonta's programs and events. Ivy's participation as a Zontian,

however, goes back to 2000 when she was new to Santa

Clarita and joined our club because we were doing good things

for women.

 

Ivy was born in Paramus, New Jersey to Mexican parents who

were temporarily located in the U.S. through her father's job

working as a chemical engineer for an American firm. This

gave her dual citizenship that would come in handy later in

her life. Not long afterward, the family (mom, dad, Ivy and

her two brothers) moved back to their home in Mexico City.

As an educated person who worked internationally, Ivy's

father put great stock in education and particularly in

learning English ("English before Spanish"), so the kids

attended a bi-lingual school. Ivy became fluent in the English

language at an early age. 

 SPOTLIGHT 

ON

IVY PIERSON

An Outstanding Zontian in Business 

When it came time for college, she prepared for

working with her father in the water treatment

industry. Her mother was always a homemaker,

so she really didn't think about training for any

other type of work. She wasn't planning on

being in business -- she would be a mom one

day. Still, her parents had divorced when she

was 12 years old, and she had discovered early

on that it was important for a girl to learn not

to depend on a man for her survival. Her mom

had struggled finding good employment after the

divorce, and Ivy did not want to repeat that

pattern.

She attended Universidad Iberamericana in

Mexico City which is acknowledged as one of

Mexico's top private educational institutions,

widely known both in Mexico and abroad for

the high quality of its study programs. She

received her undergraduate degree in

Information Systems and Business

Administration and went to work for her father.

Her father was traveling back and forth to the

United States for business, and it was at a

professional conference in Pittsburgh in 1996

where Ivy, traveling with her dad, met another

chemical engineer in the water treatment field

named Shaun Pierson. She had                                            

                                     (Continued on Page 6)

She wasn't planning on being in

business -- she would be a mom

one day.  
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promised herself that she would never marry an engineer

(because they "know everything"), but Shaun swept her off her

feet and marriage followed the romance. With Shaun as her

spouse, she could have the kind of marital "team" that she

believes in. She didn't want to depend on her husband for

money, and he believed in her abilities and in her

independence. Shaun worked for a German company that

partnered with an American business located in Valencia,

California. He specialized in water remediation and ozone

generators and was eventually transferred to the Santa Clarita

location where that was the company specialty.

The couple loved living in the Santa Clarita Valley. Its

proximity to everything allowed them to travel -- their

favorite pursuit. After leaving her father's company, Ivy sent

resumes around and found a great job in the SCV with US

Borax who  

 

 SPOTLIGHT: IVY PIERSON 

(Continued from Page 5) 

paid for her to attend graduate school. She found

the perfect program at Pepperdine University

where she received her Master's Degree in

Business Administration. By that time, the

company that Shaun had been working for

dissolved. To fill in, he tried consulting with his

very specialized knowledge. He found himself in

great demand, so the temporary status morphed

into his own full time consulting business which

he still owns today.

Studying for her MBA, Ivy became intrigued by

the economy and financial planning, and she

began to look around for employment in that

field. She joined Morgan Stanley after

interviewing with the Office Manager who she

really liked. She did very well and ranked high

among other women at Morgan Stanley

throughout the country. After a time, however,

she saw that selling things didn't resonate with

her, and stockbrokers aren't really able to do the

kind of comprehensive financial planning for

their clients that she envisioned for herself.

She then discovered the world of independent

financial planning, and she had found her

calling! She decided to become affiliated with a

company called Woodbury Financial which

partnered with Pershing, a division of the Bank

                                      (Continued on Page 8)

 

 

 

Pierson family at Machupichu, Peru

Traveling Piersons in Mexico City at
Teotihuancan Ruins 
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advice is always safest for a boy to follow, and my mother

wanted me to vote for ratification. I appreciated the fact that

an opportunity such as seldom comes to a mortal man to free

17 million women from political slavery was mine." 

If the rose "code" had not existed, ratification might not have

been passed for many more years. We can picture those early

Zontians who had created their club just a year and a half

earlier, reading about the happenings in Tennessee and

adopting the yellow rose as Zonta's symbol. They could see

that it would be a fitting representation -- something

meaningful to strong and professional women who would

"provide service to humanity through cooperative efforts".

Since 1999, the yellow rose was the inspiration and the

symbol of Zonta Rose Day which falls on March 8th,

coinciding with International Women's Day. On this special

day, Zontians 

 

 IN PRAISE OF THE

YELLOW ROSE 

(Continued from Page 4)

worldwide are encouraged to publicly distribute

yellow roses or items bearing the image of

yellow roses, accompanied by information about

Zonta International and issues relating to

improving the lives of women locally and

globally. 

An official "Zonta Rose" was introduced at the

1984 Sydney Convention. The renowned

England-based nursery, Harness Roses, worked

to cultivate the flower, while Zontian Maureen

Ross of Ross Roses in Adelaide, Australia

enabled it to be introduced at the Convention.

You can purchase your own Zonta rose bush,

which goes by the name of "Bright Lights", here

in the United States. Whether you buy a bush or

a bouquet, think of Zonta on March 8th and

remember that it coincides with International

Women's Day. Remember also, that there are

many women throughout the world who do not

share in the rights, safety and opportunities that

we too often take for granted. At the same  time

also look closer for problems of women and

girls in need; look right here in our own

community. 

 

Zonta's Yellow Rose Day coincides

with International Women's Day.  



P A G E  8  

of New York. They would handle the capital. She had no idea

if she would have any clients, but she took the plunge

anyway. One day she went into the Morgan Stanley office at 7

a.m., announced that she would be leaving, and by 9:00 all of

her clients had been contacted and had agreed to come along

with her in the new endeavor.

At the time she was hired at Morgan Stanley in 2000, she also

joined SCV Zonta. She loved that Zonta "puts its hands to

where there is relevance for women". "Zonta does what is

truly important for women." She especially appreciated the

work Zonta does with girls, and she became involved with the

Healthy Kids Club. She also believes deeply in the "Zonta Says

No to Violence Against Women" campaign and joined the

Domestic Violence Center Board of Directors.

In 2003, Ivy became pregnant with her first child, Andrew.

She says that she still gets emotional when thinking about the

kindness shown to her by Zonta during that time. With all her

family being in Mexico, she really had no one to support her

during her pregnancy, and her Zonta sisters stepped into the

role. Zonta gave her a wonderful baby shower that supplied

her with everything the baby would need from playpen and

stroller to clothes that Andrew could wear until he was four

years old! 

 

SPOTLIGHT: IVY PIERSON 

(Continued from Page 6)

Andrew's sister, Isabel, was born two years

later. Happily, when Andrew was born, Ivy's

mother came from Mexico to help her with the

baby. Many of us remember Ivy's mom visiting

club meetings. At first, she travelled back and

forth to Mexico, but eventually she stayed full

time with the Pierson family.

With a young family and a growing business,

Ivy found volunteering increasingly more

challenging, and though she maintained her

membership, she eventually had to step back

from being active in the club. In 2010, she

changed her business affiliation to the

Householder Group, because they had

outstanding marketing programs for their team

of financial planners. With the Householder

Group she was able to hold seminars and have

competitive advertising. She used the House-

holder name because of its reputation. Her client

list grew throughout the decade, and she became

one of the most trusted financial planners in

Santa Clarita.

Always growing and developing her business,

she learned about a way to incorporate the

"Bucket Plan" into her business in 2016; one

where she could be an advisor to her clients in

the five areas necessary to truly plan for the

future -- taxes, insurance, investments, Social

Security and Medicare, and estate planning. She

stepped away from Householder Group, rejoined

Pershing, and in December 2020, she focused

her brand of "Holistic Financial Planning" on

her own respected expertise and launched her

rebranded company as "Pierson Wealth

Management".

Andrew Pierson is now a senior at Valencia

High School and is looking for the perfect

college to continue his education. Sister Isabel is

right behind him as a high school sophomore.

Ironically, when Ivy's mom, who settled

permanently in the SCV, was dealing with her

immigration status after Isobel was born,

doctors discovered a lump in her breast during a

required medical exam. She underwent

treatment at UCLA and survived her battle with

cancer but is now suffering from severe liver

disease. She requires 24/7 care as she awaits an

organ transplant. The wonderful nanny that

once looked after the Pierson kids is now a

caregiver to Ivy's mom.

Prior to the pandemic, Ivy was traveling 2 or 3

(continued on Page 9)

 

Ivy and Shaun love to ski!  
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times per year to Mexico where she visited her father, her

brothers and their families. She misses them very much. She

also misses her own family's favorite pastime -- all kinds of

travel in general. She and her family have done the Inca Trail

in Peru. They have travelled all over Central and South

America and Europe. They love the exploration of different

food, world history, and art. Their favorite family trip of all

so far has been to Thailand. Ivy loves fitness. She is a runner,

trains religiously and has participated in numerous

marathons. She is a passionate member of the Paseo Club and

has made a great group of exercise buddies who call

themselves the "5 a.m. Warriors).

Through all this time, Ivy has steadfastly maintained her

Zonta  

membership. She has stepped up as often as possible to

sponsor our events, especially Lunafest. She is amazed by the

friendships and unconditional support she has always

received by her Zonta sisters and knows that she can always

call on us if she needs us, and if any one of us needs her, she

will always try to help.

She looks forward to the time when her new business is

established and her kids are more independent and in college

so she can rejoin her Zonta sisters in service to women and

girls. We look forward to that day as well! We are proud of

this outstanding business woman who believes ardently in the

Zonta mission. Thank you, Ivy, for your continuing

dedication to Zonta. 

 

  

IVY PIERSON, (CONTINUED) 

 Since its founding in 1974, Zontians have been

recognized as outstanding community

volunteers. They have played a large part in

establishing the community as it developed and

have done so in assisting numerous charitable

activities such as the Boys and Girls Club,

Canyon Theatre Guild, Red Cross, Safe Rides,

the HMNMH Hospital Guild, Child & Family

Center, and more, including in the founding of

the City of Santa Clarita itself. (Carmen Sarro's

employee number at the City was 001.) Members

of the club have been selected 21 times as

Women of the Year because of their dedicated

community service. That number represents

45% of all the women named to this honor. Here

they are:

1975   Connie Worden-Roberts

1976   Joyce Wayman

1977   Sara-Faye Wood

1978   Juanita Heinley

1979   Anne Lynch 

1983   Barbara S. Cochran

1984   Jo Anne Darcy

1985   Carmen Sarro

1986   Mary Spring

1989   Jami Kennedy

1991    Ruth Clark

1994   Pat Allen

1995   Laurene Weste

1997   Pat Warford

1999   Pat Willett

2000   Betty Seldner

2002   Adele Macpherson

2008   Judy Penman

2014    Cheryl Gray

2016    Lois Bauccio

2018    Gloria Mercado-Fortine

Eight of these ladies are still members of

SCV Zonta and going strong giving

volunteer service to Zonta and to the Santa

Clarita Community in many ways.  

Zontians 

as 

SCV Women of the Year 

4th of July in Newhall!  Zontians and their kids take
a ride celebrating Independence Day with Lady Liberty 
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The two years following the chartering biennium, were years

of more great growth. Under the second club president, Mary

Stafford (76/77 & 77/78), the club continued to thrive. Mary 

 had been a founding member. Her business with her husband,

Color Lab, was in Burbank, and she had been a member of the

Burbank club prior to the chartering of SCV Zonta. In fact,

she worked with the members of the Burbank Club to create

the new club. The Staffords lived in Wildwood Canyon in

Newhall; a beautiful home that became the site for many

social and fundraising club activities throughout her

membership in SCV Zonta.

In 1976, SCV Zonta sponsored the formation of its first Z

Club at Canyon High School which had opened just a few

years earlier in 1973. The school was looking for service clubs

for the students, and Zonta had become known for the kind of

community and civic engagement that would be beneficial to

the students. The Z Club, which at that time was exclusive to

girls, hosted a blood drive and produced a bike-a-thon and a

fashion show which together raised $4,000. They donated the

$4k to a seeing eye dog program that in turn presented a

service dog to a young local girl who had lost her sight. The

founding president of Z Club CHS was Donna Landry. Each

year, SCV Zonta donated three scholarships of $175.00 to

graduating seniors of the Z Club. 

 

CELEBRATING OUR

HISTORY   

(Continued from Page 3) 

In addition to the Z Club scholarships and

general support for the Z Club, other community

contributions SCV Zonta made during that

period were to the community 4th of July Fund,

Christmas baskets for the poor, the purchase of

equipment for the newly built Henry Mayo

Newhall Memorial Hospital, and visits and gifts

to elderly women in local nursing homes.

Internationally, contributions were made to the

Amelia Earhart Scholarship Fund and the

Marian De Forest Fund.

Also in 1976, two new members, Joyce Wayman

(Former Zontian, Rosalind Wayman's mother)

and Virginia Berger (Zonta's supporter Mike

Berger's mother) joined founding members such

as Alice MacWhirter (who described herself as a

teacher, artist, dancer and singer), Jo Anne

Darcy, Jackie Nichols and Sara-Faye Wood, all

amazing women whose names are found

throughout newspaper stories as committee

chairs. They were the officers, directors and

project leaders who created the culture and

activities of SCV Zonta. Joyce and Virginia

jumped right in and dedicated their time to

strengthening the new club and promoting

Zonta's mission to improve lives of women,

locally and internationally.

1978 saw another new era in club history as 

                                      (Continued on Page 11)

 

President Darcy & Area Director Stafford install 
Donna Landry as first CHS Z Club President

Mary Stafford and Virginia Berger present a pulmonary device,
a gift from SCV Zonta,

to Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital physician 
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founding member, Jo Anne Darcy, became the club's third

president. Jo Anne was a leader of the N-S-V Chamber, and as

such she had collected a full rolodex of community leaders

who she could call upon to support Zonta. She defined Zonta

as "the most important organization for women in the

executive and professional world". Social activities and

programs during this era reached a level that was the envy of

other local service groups. A great example was the

Installation of Officers which was themed as "An Italian

Luau" featuring a mock Leaning Tower of Pisa festooned with

Hawaiian leis. That was the beginning of SCV Zonta's famous

themed installation events. Mary Stafford became Area 3

Director at the end of her second term as president that year,

and in the historic record, that is when a new member joined

SCV Zonta. Carmen Sarro would set a new standard for

volunteerism, so much so that decades later following her

passing, the "Status of Women Luncheon" was rebranded as

"Women in Service", and the award presented that day was

renamed "The Carmen Sarro Award" for outstanding service.

There is a plaque naming Carmen on the Western Walk of

Fame, Main Street.

Throughout the 70s, other influential women joined the club

and continued leading the way for SCV Zonta's 

 

CELEBRATING OUR

HISTORY   

(Continued from Page 10) 

respect in the Zonta world, led by Connie

Worden (later, Connie Worden-Roberts). Connie

was passionate about making sure the "Cross

Valley Connector" would be built to relieve

traffic at the "Bouquet Junction". She and Jo

Anne Darcy, who worked for years for 5th

District County Supervisor, Michael Antonovich

and was eventually elected to City of Santa

Clarita Council and Mayor, were among the

strongest leading forces in our community, male

or female. Today, one of the community's many

bridges is named for Connie, and the Canyon

Country Library is named for Jo Anne.

Membership in Zonta during that time was

highly competitive. Internationally, we were

known as "That Club" because of our many

successes and financial contributions to ZI. The

club was then, as now, thought of as

demonstrative of strong leadership.

In November of 1979, SCV Zonta celebrated

Zonta International's 60th Anniversary with a

special dinner at Cal Islands Restaurant. The

speaker was a young woman who had recently

joined the club, having been a two-time recipient

of Zonta International's Amelia Earhart

Fellowship Program. Dr. Sharon Langenbeck,

who was then employed at Lockheed-California

in the Fatigue and Frac- 

                                      (Continued on Page 12)

 

Connie Worden-Roberts named SCV
Women of the Year, 1975

Future Zonta International President speaks at SCV
Zonta's celebration of ZI's 60th Anniversary 
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tures Mechanics Laboratory. Sharon had also just been

selected as the Chairman of the Amelia Earhart Fellowship

Committee of District 9. Far sighted people in that audience

might have thought that this young woman could be President

of Zonta International one day!

At that event, the club also celebrated its own fifth

anniversary. In just five short years, the club had grown from

24 to 70 members. At that time there were 750 clubs in 46

countries. In the five years since SCV Zonta's chartering, ZI

had lost one country. but gained 94 clubs.Another Zonta

International activity to celebrate the 60th Anniversary was a

float in the Rose Parade that following January first. 

The Seventies rounded out with floats in the Newhall 4th of

July Parade for a few years, and Carmen Sarro joined the

staff of "The Signal Newspaper" as "Carmenita Tumbleweed".

Carmen's gossip column of hilarious stories, and the family

fun of the Independence Day floats ensured that the club's

marketing supported its membership growth. An annual event

known then as The Silver Wings Banquet highlighted our

club's interest in women in aerospace careers through our

celebration of Amelia Earhart.

When the Eighties came along, the club was strong enough to

begin some substantive service and fundraising projects.

There  

CELEBRATING OUR

HISTORY   

(Continued from Page 11) 

was the Valentine Kidnap that raised awareness

of the club in the business community. Santa

Clarita's only event showcasing the work of

local women, the Status of Women Brunch

(later, "Women in Service") began in 1982; the

Zonta Roast (later called "The Tribute") started

in 1983; and in 1986, Zonta became a partner

with the Girl Scouts, the Association to Aid

Victims of Domestic Violence (AAVDV, later

the Domestic Violence Center), and College of

the Canyons to launch the community's first

Women's Conference.

The Nineties was another decade of Zonta

excellence with activities including the

formation of the Healthy Kids Club and the

Virginia Wrage Memorial Scholarship

beginning in 1995; Rent-a-Santa and the

International Art Auction beginning in 1997;

and the Senior Bread Bake starting in 1998. In

addition, the annual joint meeting with

Soroptimist began in 1998 during the presidency

of Judy Penman.

As we moved into the new century, new

activities included Healthy Woman's Day in

partnership with Henry Mayo Newhall

Memorial Hospital operated from 2006-2009.

LifeForward, partnering with Single Mothers'

Outreach, and the Girl's Robotics Program,

partnering with the Boys and Girls Club were

also formed. Along the way, SCV Zonta created  

our Foundation giving our club the benefits of

501(c)(3) nonprofit status, and we invited Jerry

Hider, very decidedly a man, into membership.

The club also adopted the "Unzon" category for     

                                    (Continued on Page 13)  

 

Zontians wave to the 4th of July crowd from 
Zonta's First Place Winning Float 

Alice MacWhirter and Mary Stafford place flowers
on the Prize Winning Zonta Float in Newhall 
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husbands, significant others and supportive men in the

community including John Boston and Mike Berger among

others.

During the research for this article, we learned that in the

beginning of the club, new members were automatically placed

on two committees -- Membership and Amelia Earhart. We

learned that officers and committee chairs met for a full day

of training. We learned there is a Zonta Invocation and a

Zonta Code of Ethics. But most importantly, we were

reminded of the absolutely amazing history of this club in

serving our mission. We are unabashedly proud of the Zonta

Club of Santa Clarita Valley during this Women's History

Month, 2021.
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Some SCV Zonta Facts:
SCV Zonta is one of only 8 clubs contributing more than one
International President: Dianne Curtis and Sharon Langenbeck.
Three Zontians have been City of Santa Clarita Mayors: Jo Anne Darcy, Laurene
Weste and Marsha McLean.
Our club has had 21 members recognized as SCV Women of the Year.
Two SCV Zontians are recognized through monument signs: the 
Jo Anne Darcy Canyon Country Library & the Connie Worden-Roberts Bridge.
One Zontian, Carmen Sarro, has a plaque on the Western Walk of
Fame.

Connie Worden-Roberts with Pat & Sheldon Allen
prepare for a Rent-A-Santa Christmas Party 

Jo Anne Darcy & Moana Steinberg planning the
2nd Silver Wings Banquet

Jo Anne Darcy & Mary Stafford prepare for the first
Silver Wings Banquet honoring Amelia Earhart 
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Connie Worden-Roberts
"Road Warrior"

on the occasion of the approval of the
Cross Valley Connector 

 Mayor Jo Anne Darcy
Mayoral Terms 

1990, 1995, 1999 & 2000 

NOTE FROM THE EDITORS:

Lois will be having surgery in 

mid March and will not be

able to create a newsletter in

April. We appreciate your

understanding.  L & B

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
5 - LOIS BAUCCIO
9 - ALICIA ESTRADA
9 - TERRY KANOWSKY
14 - SUSAN LENTINI
21 - FRANCINE FIEL
29 - SUZANNE ALZIEBLER 

MARCH CALENDAR
WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

5 - SCV Zonta Foundation Board Meeting
8 - International Women's Day /
     ZONTA ROSE DAY
10 - SCV Zonta Business Meeting
13 - LifeForward - Single Parenting
14 - Daylight Saving Time Begins 
15 - 26 65th Session of the Commission on 
     the Status of Women at the UN HQ in NY
18 - St. Patrick's Day
24 - International Day for the Right to the 
     Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights
     Violations and for the Dignity of Victims 

 

Closing With

the Collect:
Let us forget

NOT

to be kind 


