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Adele Macpherson was born in Sale, England, a small town near
Manchester, in 1946. She was the second child of May and William
Burns, and she completed the little family with older sister, Rena. Her
happy childhood was highlighted by her service to Girl Guides, an
activity that would inspire and characterize her lifetime of service.

Following school, she attended college to study chiropody, and
received a license to practice. She was introduced to a clever and
funny young man, Iain Macpherson, and the couple wed. The
newlyweds soon found themselves in Israel in a move to follow Iain’s
job. His engineering career continued to move them, then with two
little girls in tow, to Canada and Washington State where she studied
at Vocational Technical Institute of Kirkland. Finally, Iain was assigned
to a job in Southern California, and the family relocated to Santa
Clarita in 1986.

Adele began volunteering right away for the PTA and the Red Cross.
Before long, she was hired as the manager of the Santa Clarita Valley
branch of the American Red Cross, a job that would define her future
career in emergency management. She was hired in 1990 to serve the
newly formed City of Santa Clarita as Community Services
Superintendent, and she eventually became Emergency Coordinator
for the City.

REMEMBERING ADELE MACPHERSON

MAY 27, 1946 – AUGUST 8, 2021

Written by Lois Bauccio
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It was in that role that Adele rose to the very height of community protection as she became a leading force in the
recovery and rebuilding effort of the city following the Northridge Earthquake in 1994. During the year following
the earthquake, she worked tirelessly to help the people of Santa Clarita as their homes needed rebuilding and
retrofitting, all the while living in rented housing with her family, because her own home had been red-tagged and
deemed unsafe for occupancy. She also became an important part of the SCV Emergency Coalition during that
time, an effort that informed her interest with many of the community’s challenges.

But let’s go back to 1989, when Adele joined the Zonta Club of Santa Clarita Valley. Barbara Cochran introduced
her to the Zonta mission and the volunteer opportunity that would become the centerpiece and passion of Adele’s
life. The Zonta mission to improve life for women and ending violence against women in our valley and around the
world became her life’s dedication. She quickly moved up in leadership as she served as Club Director, Secretary,
1st and 2nd Vice President, President Elect and President in 1995. 

Following her Presidency, Adele continued her club leadership by serving on the Foundation as a Founding
Trustee, Treasurer, Secretary and President a number of times. To voice her personal mission, she chaired the
club’s Advocacy Committee, Zonta Says NO, as well as serving with the club’s partnership with the Domestic
Violence Center as a court advocate for women needing restraining orders against a battering spouse, partner, or
stalker. She worked as a court advocate for battered women until the pandemic shut the courts down. She
organized the Shoe Project and the Red Dress Project, always willing to talk about the women in our community
who have succumbed to domestic violence and what we need to do to prevent it.

Adele’s life as a Zontian was characterized by her personal dedication, reliability, kindness, and generosity. She
was often asked to help with unusual projects for District 9 and international leaders. SCV Zonta has been blessed
with members who have served at Area, District, and International roles. At various Conferences and Conventions,
one could find Adele in her room organizing something, or running around supporting a Director, Governor, or
International President. Adele was named Zontian of the Year by SCV Zonta in 1994.

Throughout those years she also volunteered for countless nonprofit organizations in the SCV including the United
Way, the Samuel Dixon Family Health Center, the Child & Family Center, the Domestic Violence Center, the School-
to-Business Alliance, the SCV Boys and Girls Club, the Foundation for Children’s Dental Health, the American Heart
Association, the SCV Resource Center, HandsOn Santa Clarita, Daughters of the British Empire, and more. 

In 2002, Adele was named Santa Clarita Valley Woman of the Year, and served on that committee until her passing.
She was presented with the Key to the City, an honor given to only five others, by the Council Members of the City
of Santa Clarita in July of 2021 in recognition of her lifetime of service.

Adele Macpherson passed away peacefully in her sleep on Sunday, August 8, following a brave, six-month-long
battle with cancer. She is survived by husband, Iain Macpherson, daughters Kirstie Zacharias and Fiona Bracco,
grandchildren Cole and Reese Boyett and Ilan and Ryan Bracco, sons-in-law Alan Zacharias and Chase Bracco, and
sister, Rena Hobbs. Her passing is mourned by her Zonta sisters in Santa Clarita and all who were blessed to have
known her.
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2 Gloria Mercado-Fortine
3 Marsha McLean
11 Darleen Lyons
12 Sue Hayward
14 Renee Berlin
16 Yorleni Sapp
28 Peggy Edwards
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Register Now

Sign Up Now

Please let us know when you could
volunteer. These are ACTUAL dates
and times. There will be 3 time slots
each day. We will need 3 volunteers

per time slot. These dates are for
the Saugus Swap Meet.

More details to come soon. 

Saugus Swap Meet
22500 Soledad Canyon Rd, Santa Clarita,

CA 91350

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdOGprTkiH9N0mgXDuyQZeIlwdM6t29f9
https://doodle.com/poll/g58ns4tai4smkbe6?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN87x1109799&id=YN87x1109799&q=Saugus+Swap+Meet&name=Saugus+Swap+Meet&cp=34.41781997680664%7e-118.52980041503906&ppois=34.41781997680664_-118.52980041503906_Saugus+Swap+Meet
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Register Now
Reserve Your Hotel Room

See the Schedule

https://d9conference.org/register
https://d9conference.org/hotel
https://d9conference.org/schedule
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Purchase Your Tickets for Women in Film 
featuring LUNAFEST Here

Reserve Your Spot for the Conference Here

Recognize and honor nominated local women leaders in the film industry;
Enjoy an early evening rooftop soiree in Newhall, with elegant refreshments and a
stunning view of the Santa Clarita Valley;
Immediately following, enjoy Zonta’s tenth anniversary screening of LUNAFEST,
seven short films by and about women, at the recently opened Newhall Laemmle
Theater.

Let’s start with a CELEBRATION of the successes of local women who
already are leaders in the Industry!

 
Thursday, Oct. 14th -- the SCV Women in Film Celebration & LUNAFEST screening:

 

 
 

A free conference, sponsored by Zonta, to help women enter and succeed in the Industry;
Two panel discussions: Get In, and, Get Ahead;
A Keynote speaker on women helping women in the Industry;
A screening of LUNAFEST for Conference attendees;
Limited seating, reservation required, Click link below

Let’s follow up with an informative Conference, to help local women to:
Get In  Get Ahead!

Saturday, Oct. 16th – the SCV Women in Film Conference

 

https://scvzonta.ejoinme.org/2021tickets
https://scvzonta.ejoinme.org/2021tickets
https://scvzonta.ejoinme.org/2021tickets
https://scvzonta.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/2021WomeninFilmConference/tabid/1251582/Default.aspx
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A round table discussion will be hosted by the
Zonta Club of the Santa Clarity Valley’s
Advocacy Committee. The “Zonta Empowers:
Take Action” series will be offered several times
a year starting with PTSD: Unplugged. The
series will feature topics like human trafficking,
intimate stalking and many others that will
help our community understand topics that
can be difficult to discuss. We are pleased to
collaborate with many organizations locally
that share our mission. 

REGISTER
NOW

Reservation link
coming soon

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdO-upzMrHd0DwTn9XSsDFYhREoMXRN9C
https://www.scvzonta.org/advocacy/
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Recognized each year since 2012 on September 5th, the United

Nations’ International Day of Charity marks the anniversary

of Mother Teresa’s death. According to Days of the Year, the

holiday “commemorates the tireless work that Mother Teresa

did by devoting her whole life to charity work.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

CHARITY 

– September 5, 2021

Important dates to Remember

9/5   National Day of Charity
9/8   International Day of Literacy
9/10 World Suicide Prevention Day
9/21 International Day of Peace

 

Follow our blog.....
to read more about these important dates

https://www.scvzonta.org/latest-blog/
https://www.scvzonta.org/latest-blog/
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The International Day of Peace (or World Peace Day)

celebrated annually on September 21 is devoted to

strengthening the ideals of peace, both within and among all

nations and peoples. At a time when war and violence often

monopolize our news cycles, the International Day of Peace is

an inspiring reminder of what we can create together. Peace.

Let’s give it a chance!

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

PEACE 

– September 21, 2021

We observe World Suicide Prevention Day each year on

September 10. It’s a growing problem and the numbers tell a

shocking story. Every 40 seconds someone takes their own

life according to the World Health Organization (WHO).

That’s about 800,000 people worldwide every year — although

some estimates put that number closer to 1 million. Suicide is

the leading cause of death for people aged 15 to 29 and for

every suicide that results in death, there are as many as 40

attempted suicides. What we know for sure is that there’s a lot

to live for. Check out National Suicide Prevention Month for

more information.

WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION

DAY 

– September 10, 2021

International Literacy Day takes place on September 8 every

year to raise awareness and concern for literacy problems

that exist within our own local communities as well as

globally. International Literacy Day was founded by

proclamation of The United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization, or UNESCO, in 1966 “to remind

the public of the importance of literacy as a matter of dignity

and human rights.” International Literacy Day brings

ownership of the challenges of illiteracy back home to local

communities where literacy begins, one person at a time.

LITERACY DAY

– September 8, 2021

https://nationaltoday.com/national-suicide-prevention-month/
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Makenna and Kayla took a few weeks focusing on the club,
and we got a place in our school's club rush. The pictures are
from lunch time on a very windy day. They have been
promoting the club for the fall semester and they have many
new members.

Makenna created the sign below, with the help of her kitty! 

I just would love to share how proud the Z Club committee is
of these very devoted ladies. 

Z Club Update


